Regulator Vent
Guidelines Review
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Purpose

* Our goal today is to collaboratively
analyze the implementation of this
guidance thus far and determine
better ways to remediate issues
found, as well as discussing what, if

any, changes to the guidance may be
needed.



Guidance for Location of Service Regulators and
Vents (§192.353 and §192.355)

* During the Pipeline Safety Conference held on
October 23-25, 2012, the representatives of
the Virginia Gas Operators and the
Commission Staff discussed and agreed on the
following guidance relative to the proper
location of service reqgulators and vents or
outlets for vents for new or replaced service
regulators, vents, and vent piping:
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Cuidance for Location of Service Regulators and Vents (§192.353 and 5192 355)

Durimg the Pipeiing Sgiery Comference held on October 23-25, 2012, the representaiives
aff the Frrginia Gar Operatars and the Commizsion Saqpff disenssed and agreed on the following
puidance relative to the proper [ocoion of service regulators and vemts or oufiars for vens for
new o reploced service regularors, vents, and vens piping:

. The regulator vent must be lecated a minimom of 3 fzet borizontally away fom
any openings' inte buildng:, and the regulator vent or vent outlet shall ot be
installad undemeath any openings located on the first floor of the bolding.

. The regolatar vent or veot outlet mmst be located a miminmm of 3 feet horzontally
away from any rotating electrical equipment and shall pot be installed undemeath

any such equipment,

. The regulator vent or vent outlet shall be at least 10 feet® horizontally away from
any powered infake vents,

. Where poszible the opemtor shall mamfam a minmum of 3 fesf of mdial
separation befween the regulator went or vent outlef and aoy elechic meters,
glecmical eguipment disconmecting boxes, electrical outlets, etc.  However, at no
tme, A regulator vent or vent cutlet shall be installed with less than 1 foot of
radial zepamation from any elecmic meters, clecirical equipment disconnecing
Tames, elecimcal outlets, eic.

! Opemings do oot incheds fxed windows or doons that cannot be opemed and ans ssaled fo prevest opening.
' Pursemt o e Insmationa] Residential Bilding Code (2009 adopied by the Commemisalth of Virgma.




Openings into Buildings

* The regulator vent must be located a minimum of 3
feet horizontally away from any openings into
buildings, and the regulator vent or vent outlet shall

not be installed underneath any openings located on
the first floor of the building.?

e 1 Openings do not include fixed windows or doors that
cannot be opened and are sealed to prevent opening.



Openings into Buildings




Remediating Issues During Renewal

e Operators have mainly utilized 2 methods for
remediating existing compliance issues when
renewing a service:

— Moving the meter

— Using additional vent piping to pipe away the termination of the
regulator vent to a location in compliance with the guidance

* As aresult, many residential services now look like
the following pictures:



Additional Vent Pipi
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Openings into Buildings

* The regulator vent must be located a minimum of 3
feet horizontally away from any openings into
buildings, and the regulator vent or vent outlet shall

not be installed underneath any openings located on
the first floor of the building.?

e 1 Openings do not include fixed windows or doors that
cannot be opened and are sealed to prevent opening.



Discussion:
Split-Level and Tri-Level Houses

* Operators have expressed concerns regarding
how they should handle split-level and tri-
level houses in order to meet the “openings
on the first floor” requirement




Rotating Electrical Equipment

* The regulator vent or vent outlet must be
located a minimum of 3 feet horizontally
away from any rotating electrical
equipment and shall not be installed
underneath any such equipment.
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Rotating Electrical Equipment



Rotating Electrical Equipment

* The regulator vent or vent outlet must be
located a minimum of 3 feet horizontally
away from any rotating electrical
equipment and shall not be installed
underneath any such equipment.



Powered Intake Vents

* The regulator vent or vent outlet
shall be at least 10 feet horizontally
away from any powered intake vents.

— Pursuant to the International Residential Building
Code (2009) adopted by the Commonwealth of
Virginia.



Powered Intake Vents
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Powered Intake Vents

* The regulator vent or vent outlet
shall be at least 10 feet horizontally
away from any powered intake vents.

— Pursuant to the International Residential Building
Code (2009) adopted by the Commonwealth of
Virginia.



Other Electrical Equipment

* Where possible the operator shall maintain a
minimum of 3 feet of radial separation
between the regulator vent or vent outlet and
any electric meters, electrical equipment
disconnecting boxes, electrical outlets, etc.
However, at no time, a regulator vent or vent
outlet shall be installed with less than 1 foot
of radial separation from any electric meters,
electrical equipment disconnecting boxes,
electrical outlets, etc.



Other Electrical Equipment




Other Electrical Equipment

* Where possible the operator shall maintain a
minimum of 3 feet of radial separation
between the regulator vent or vent outlet and
any electric meters, electrical equipment
disconnecting boxes, electrical outlets, etc.
However, at no time, a regulator vent or vent
outlet shall be installed with less than 1 foot
of radial separation from any electric meters,
electrical equipment disconnecting boxes,
electrical outlets, etc.



Further Questions?



